NZTWSA SELECTION POLICY
NZ TEAM POLICIES
Teams for the following International Championships will be selected to produce the maximum team points over 3 Events using the scoring determine by the rules of the Championships and taking into account, team goals.

World Championships


Asia-Australasian Championships

Junior World Championships

Australia-NZ Challenge U17 & 21
17-21 World Championships

University World Championships

TEAM GOAL
Maximizing team scores will be one of the main criteria but allowance and consideration will be given to potential medal winning athletes, providing the team score is not seriously disadvantaged. When the number of potential medal winning athletes for consideration reasonably affect the team score the NZS may choose to select the team, based on medal winning potential rather than score.  Medal winning potential is defined as the average of the athletes top two performances at World Ranking Tournaments over the past year being within 10% of the current world Record at the time of the selection for juniors within 10% of the Junior World Championship Record performance.

NZTWSA REQUIREMENTS

Athletes for consideration must meet all the criteria for the Championships (e.g. age, gender, qualifications) as well as complying with IWSF Statutory Requirements and the relevant By-Laws in the NZTWSA Constitution regarding representing NZ.  Athletes must also have an ongoing record of good behavior and may be omitted from selection to teams for disciplinary reasons as directed by the NZ Council.

OTHER SELECTION REQUIREMENTS

Other events for which the NZ Selectors may be called upon to select teams or athletes to represent NZ i.e. world Games, Olympics, plus any other instances where NZ is asked to submit a team will be covered by these general policies also, plus any applicable rules, requirements, procedures, scoring calculations for that event.
The NZ National Training Squads will be selected as required or at least annually as directed by the council regarding rankings/potential/development elite etc.

It will be the athlete’s responsibility to provide their 6 top scores in each event along with the tournament World Ranking number, where they were achieved, the date, the location etc. to the Convenor of Selectors before the date and time advised through the NZTWSA website for the relevant team selection.  After checking all performances, the loaded scores and availability will be available for verification by all skiers, and posted on the NZTWSA website.  It is the skier’s responsibility to provide verified, and where relevant, updated scores to the Convenor of Selectors.  The athlete will have no right to object to any error or omission if he waived his right to submit his 6 best performances.
The top scores that are expected to be achieved at the Tournament for which the team is being selected in each event will be calculated by the selectors based on previous similar event scores, ranking list performances etc. and taking into account any known site peculiarities, difficulties etc.  These will be published on the NZTWSA website, along with the tournament and selection dates.

All prospective NZ Team Members will be scored against the expected top scores using normal IWSF IWWF scoring procedures applicable to that particular event and the best combined team scores possible will be selected after taking into account all factors listed e.g. medal winning potential etc.

While the 6 best scores from last season and to date in the current season will be used for selection scores, the more recent tournaments and /or major tournaments may be weighted towards selection.  Although not limited to, these may include Junior Moomba, Moomba, Oz-Kiwi Challenge, NZ Open, NZ Nationals, International Professional Tournaments, World Events and Asia Australasia Oceanic Events.

The top 6 performances from the nominated period for each athlete for each event will be entered for selection comparisons.  The NZS will compare results based on:

· The average of the athlete’s 2 best scores

· The average of the athlete’s 6 best scores

Athletes who do not provide the required 6 scores or less than the required 6 scores may be disadvantaged in their bid to be selected for any one team.

The athlete’s two best scores must come from two separate tournament sites.  An athlete’s top 6 scores may contain a maximum of 3 scores from any one site.

The number of reserves or alternates will be named according to the Selectors requirements and will not necessarily be based on any fixed formula.  Skiers making themselves available for a team will also need to indicate their availability and statement of intention to continue training and remain fit if they are selected as a reserve.
If, in the opinion of the selectors the application of these procedures does not accomplish the goals

of the NZTWSA, scores from other tournaments may also be considered.

Scores will be taken from the period advised, and while the athletes performances will be the main criteria for selection, NZS have the overriding discretion to take into account past performances, the athlete’s attitude, behavior, the ability to handle specific weather/water conditions and consistency in each event, and other factors as they see fit.

The athletes providing the best combined team score will be selected provided another combination with no more than 100 points discrepancy does not provide the team with significantly better back-up scores, and taking into account the potential medal winning clause and also clauses for other eventualities.

If injuries, pregnancy or other extenuating circumstances prevent a skier competing or adversely affect his or her performances prior to a team selection, the NZ Selectors may make exceptions to the above selection criteria provided that a fitness test to a standard approved by the selectors is performed by a date decided by the Selectors based on the circumstances prevailing (e.g. proximity of reserves to the tournament and their ski fitness).  If a skier sustains any injury post selection, the Convenor of Selectors must be notified.
The deliberation of the Selectors are confidential and decisions are made on simple majority.  The final voting numbers will be made public if requested, but not the make-up of the vote.

The selectors have the power to remove any athlete from “selected” state prior to the relevant event for injury, misconduct, or other means.

DISCLAIMER

In the event of any unforeseen circumstances which in the unanimous opinion of the NZS render these procedures clearly ineffective, the panel may amend these procedures as necessary to accomplish the team selection goals of the NZTWSA.

SELECTION DISPUTE

An athlete has the right to request in writing form the Convenor of Selectors the reasons for their non selection, within one week of the team announcement.
Athletes not selected have the right to ask the NZS to review their selection decision up to 2 weeks after the team announcement.

If the athlete is still not satisfied they have the right to discuss with their Councillor or Skiers Rep who may take the matter up with the Convenor of Selectors.
In the case where there is no change to the NZS’s selected team the athlete will have the right to a hearing, attended by themselves and the Convenor of Selectors and presided over by the NZTWSA President.

If the athlete is still not satisfied they have the right to appeal to an independent panel such as the National Sports Dispute Centre or the court of Arbitration for Sport.

SELECTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

The tournaments in which NZ will be invited to send a team to compete will be published on the NZTWSA website at the beginning of the season, wherever possible.
The dates on which teams are announced will vary according to the status, date & venue of each competition for which teams have to be selected, but will be advised at the beginning of the season wherever possible.
Where possible the teams will be announced at the NZ Nationals.

Team Members selection will be confirmed in writing by post after the team announcement.

ATHLETES AVAILABILITY

Athletes for consideration will be required to confirm their availability for the Championship and commitment to training as well as agreement to the TWSA requirements for coaching etc. (to the Convenor of Selectors) prior to squad selection and before receiving TWSA, SPARC or any funding through the National Body.

Athletes have the right to withdraw from the team by notifying the Convenor of Selectors. Withdrawal without good reason may jeopardize the athlete’s chance of selection in future teams and may jeopardize any training/coaching/travel funding already approved or received.
SCORES FOR CONSIDERATION

All scores for consideration must be achieved at no less than a B grade standard tournament, either in NZ or overseas.  When the performance is obtained overseas it is the athlete’s responsibility to submit the scores and provide verification of the scores by the Chief Judge for any performance they wish to submit to the NZS for consideration.  Overseas scores shall be submitted through the approved form available through the NZTWSA website.
For Under 17 & Under 23 21, Oz-kiwi Teams etc. B Grade tournament scores will be considered, however World Ranking & World Record Tournament scores will always have preference.

Scores may be taken from the previous season and the current season up to selection date.

For the purposes of the selection comparison, the athlete may use scores from 2 rounds at one Tournament.
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